
HAPPY IDIOT 
for solo percussion 
 
Performance Notes 
 
This piece should be played with reversible drumsticks!vibe mallets" Occasionally 
different mallets will be used #for tam$tam% bass drum and crotales& but I have tried to 
write the piece so that the majority of it can be played with one set of sticks" 
 
As you will notice% the piece is divided into lettered modules: A ' L" Each of these 
modules should be played through at some point in the piece" The modules taken as a 
whole might be thought of as a narrative% or memory" As a player% your job is to make 
your way% slowly% from A$L% while jumping back in time to previous moments in the 
story" At times you may end up jumping back and forth in a highly fragmented manner; 
at other times you may slowly develop a module in a minimalist fashion% gradually 
increasing the number of notes you play in it% while occasionally jumping to a previous 
module for a few beats" 
 
Essentially% the rule is that you can jump backwards% but not forwards; that is% you 
cannot jump forward to anything that you haven(t played yet" Also% you should spend at 
least )* seconds in any given module when first playing it% before bouncing around" 
 
The piece is meant to lurch between +happy idiocy( and mystery% as our own lives often 
do" Whether you improvise during performance% or prepare a performance in advance% 
is up to you; whatever you feel most comfortable with" My hope is that you will come 
to know all of the modules well and can +write your own story( using them" 
 
I have prepared a short sample performance for you% but I ask that you first play around 
with the ideas on the base score based on what I have written here" The sample should 
not be thought of as any kind of final draft% but it should give a good idea about how to 
work with some of the modules"  
 
Another possibility might be to run more than one module at a time% but I wasn(t sure 
about the technical feasibility of that so I didn(t write it into the sample" But by all 
means% please experiment with this if you think it(s viable! 
 
Of course I am looking forward to hearing your ideas about the piece too% and am 
always happy and eager to answer any questions you might have" My info is below" 
 
Best wishes for a happy and peaceful holiday and new year! 
 
Betsey Biggs 
bb@princeton"edu 
#,-.& .//$/0/1 



This piece is one in a series of works for the following setup.  
Not all of the instruments below are necessarily used in this piece.  

Setup

medium suspended cymbal
china cymbal
hihat
triangle
gurio
2 woodblocks
cowbell
2 brake drums

pair of bongos
snare drum
tom-tom
pedal bass drum
high octave of crotales
vibraphone
large concert bass drum
large tam-tam



Instruments should sound at approximatly the following pitches, if possible.

Notation:
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Be sure to read performance notes before playing ) these are modules% not a straight score(
Spend at least "* sec on each measure before moving on
Play with vibe mallet+drumsticks
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This is a sample performance% which should be helpful in creating your own&
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